December Message from your Fraternal Counsellor……..Kevin Ready
Brother Knights, wives and friends,

First, it gives me great pleasure to extend my sincerest best wishes for a Merry Christmas to all of my Brother Knights, wives and family and friends.  I hope your holiday season is filled with love and happiness. 

Again, through the co-operation of your Council Executive, I’m providing you with some information regarding the Fraternal Benefits available to you as a valued member of the Order.  As you know, I’d be delighted to meet with you to provide you with more detail on the information I’m providing….or anything else that may be of interest to you.  Call me at (450) 552-1022….or e-mail me at kevinready.koc@videotron.ca
Here are a few items to consider:

Single Premium Whole Life Insurance - How would you like to expand your Estate?  It’s easy to do.  Maybe leave a legacy for your children or grandchildren?  We’ve had quite a few members ask for follow up information on the Single Premium Whole Life Insurance.  I often think of specific people, who would benefit from a particular plan, and in this case, I’ve personally contacted a few and the reaction has been quite good.  Okay, so let me tell you how it works:  There are a couple of important points to take into account.  First, you need to pass the medical requirements for the Insurance coverage, and ideally, you’re in a position where you can part with a sizeable amount of money and not miss it (which I’ll get into in more detail later).  In other words, in all likelihood, in your mind, that money has been set aside as part of your Estate. So, essentially what we’re going to do is use that money to generate even more money for your children or grandchildren…..at no risk or hardship for you.  So here’s an example:  A 60 year old non-smoking male can contribute a one-time payment of $50,000.  That $50,000 investment immediately becomes over $100,000 Tax Free with a Life Insurance policy.  Now remember I mentioned that, ideally, you should be in a position where you’re not going to need that money?  Well, you can still get access to that money….no problem….should the need ever arise.  As with every other Knights of Columbus policy, this is 100% guaranteed!
Knights of Columbus Annuities – The Knights of Columbus Annuities remain an attractive option to those wishing to invest their money in preparation for retirement.  Members can start an RRSP through this program, or transfer existing RRSP’s to the Knights of Columbus.  It’s safe and secure, and with the economy “limping along”, it may be the best bet for you.  Presently, the Knights of Columbus is paying 3.25% , (it never, ever pays less than 3.00%), and while some believe they’re wiser to put their money into something with a higher rate of return, remember that this is 100% guaranteed, whereas investments with a higher return are, in the majority of cases, not guaranteed.  So, yes, there are ways to make more money on your investment….but you can lose lots of money too!  The Knights of Columbus Annuity Program has become an attractive option, based upon the record setting amount of money that’s been deposited since the last quarter of 2008.  Check it out!  I’d be happy to explain how it works.
Be careful when deciding on how to protect your family in the event of a premature death - Recently, I was advised of a member choosing to cancel his Knights of Columbus Insurance for insurance coverage in the commercial sector.  When that happens, I’m advised and it’s my obligation to contact the member and to ensure that he’s making the right decision.  Since 2004, I’ve had 295 policies from the commercial sector cancelled when the member was able to secure Knights of Columbus insurance.  In that same period of time, only 8 Knights of Columbus policies have been cancelled in favour of life insurance in the commercial sector.  So, when that happens, it sends off “alarm bells”!!  In this case, our Brother Knight was surrendering a total of $135,000 of coverage (some of which was permanent) for $70,000 of coverage….at a higher monthly premium!  Plus, at the age of 75(and there’s no reason to believe he wouldn’t live until age 75) his premium was going to increase to $684/month.  Now, I ask you, would he keep his insurance policy if he was expected to pay that amount per month?  Of course not!  So, then he’d have nothing.  Meanwhile, with the Knights of Columbus, a portion of his insurance was “for life”.  He would always have it.  Thankfully, he made the decision to stay with the Knights of Columbus Insurance Program.  The message here is to call me if you’d like to review your coverage, or look at other options.  Remember, Knights of Columbus Insurance is transformable.  If your needs have changed, or you feel your coverage has to be modified, we can always transform it…..without medical scrutiny.  We revise coverage a lot.  It’s easy to do and I’m at your service!

Preserve your assets!  Take a serious look at Long Term Care Insurance!  -  Over the past 12-18 months, I made you aware of the case in an e-mail called “The Story of Ray and Gilby”.  It’s a case where Long Term Care Insurance would have changed the lives of this couple immeasurably.  It’s a way of providing protection from the depletion of assets resulting from paying for care in an “Extended Care Facility”.  I would encourage you to look at this as soon as possible.

Fraternal Benefit Presentations – Over the course of 2010, I’ve made presentations at quite a number of Councils regarding the Fraternal Benefits you are entitled to as a member of the Knights of Columbus.  I will continue to work with you and your Council in this regard, and I hope to make these presentations a regular part of my mandate in 2011.  Please make the effort to attend It’s a great way of being better informed.    

Here’s a great Knights of Columbus project! – Recently Montreal Council 0284 received a letter from a Teacher of an eleven year old student who has a severe speech impairment.  To rectify the problem, a prosthesis is needed and the Knights of Columbus has been asked to help.  The student lives on the West Island, and I’ve advised the Grand Knight of the West Island Council 6096 and The Grand Knight of St. Thomas A. Becket Council 13792 of this request.  This will be discussed in the new year.  The cost of this device is approximately $5,000.  Hopefully, the Knights of Columbus can help this young boy reach his potential.  I’ve asked the Teacher to explore the possibility of accepting donations (and issue a tax receipt for an individual’s contribution).  That possibility is being explored now.  If you have any questions, or you’d like to help, please call me.
Thank you for your support!  As many of you know, this has been a very difficult year for our family.  My dear wife, Annie has had health issues throughout the year and we have had great support from many of you through prayers and words of encouragement, etc.  I cannot thank you enough!  Please keep Annie in your prayers.  We are looking forward to things turning around in 2011!
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Respectfully,

Kevin Ready
