[image: image22.emf][image: image23.png]3 Bulletin



NOTRE-DAME-DES-PHILIPPINES CATHOLIC MISSION

MONTREAL, CANADA

10 November 2013  

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C 

[image: image24.png]SV

YEAROF

FAITH

OCT 2012 - NOV 2013

),



THE GOD OF LIFE

As we continue praying for all our departed in this month of

November, today’s theme reminds us of a basic truth of

our faith which is also related to our prayer for the dead,

namely: the resurrection of all human beings at the end of time. That will be the time when all of us will receive from the Eternal Judge, even in our bodies, the reward or punishment deserved by the way we have lived.

Such a truth gives meaning to our eff orts to lead an honest life. It also reminds us that our bodies are sacred, and they have to be used not to serve the devil, but for the glory of God. Our faith tells us that, even after our bodies have suffered the disintegration of death, God’s creative power will call us back to life in the fullness of our being,

for He is “the God of the Living” and not of the dead. This is what we proclaim in every Eucharistic celebration and why we look with hope to the day of our final resurrection.
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WE BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD
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The Sadducees who approached Jesus thought that they could easily trip him up by presenting the case of the woman who had married seven brothers, one after another. Their intention was to prove that they were right in holding that there can be no such thing as “resurrection of the dead.”

What they achieved, however, was only to show how wrong their concept of “resurrection” and of the “afterlife” was. Jesus said this to their faces, to the delight of the scribes who heard his answer. (See Mk 12:24 and Lk 20:39.)

The human mind, left to itself, either does not reach any certitude about the fact of the resurrection of the dead, or conceives life after death as something gloomy and depressing, as we gather from the Greek and Latin mythologies. It is only divine revelation which assures us that there is life beyond death and that the dead will rise again.

But the life of the “resurrected” will not be a sort of “life on earth, part II.” As Jesus tells us, “Those deemed worthy to attain to the coming age and to the resurrection . . . , no longer die, for they are like angels” (Lk 20:35-36). St. Paul reminds the Corinthians and us that “What is sown on earth is subject to decay. What rises is incorruptible . . . A natural body is put down and a spiritual body comes up.” (1 Cor 15:42.44. See also Phil 3:21.)

The life of the “children of the resurrection,” then, will be essentially different from our present life. Yet, it will also be related to it because it will be conditioned by the way we behave during our earthly life. Hence, there is “newness” but also “relatedness.” Such “relatedness” answers the difficulty of the “Sadducees” of our times who reject belief in an “afterlife” and in the resurrection of the dead, on the grounds that it prevents us from valuing this life and this world.

As a matter of fact, it is those who reject belief in the afterlife, who make this life valueless and any commitment meaningless. For, if death were to mark the end of  what a person has done and has been, then how could earthly life or human history have a meaning and a value? It would be like a train inevitably heading for a bottomless cliff – a horrible prospect which would nullify all that has preceded it, and cast on it a dark shadow of sadness and hopelessness.

The criticism leveled by the unbelievers against those who believe in the resurrection of the dead is baseless. A person who really believes in an afterlife that will depend on how we behave in this life has to take this life and this world very seriously, for they are the only opportunity and situation in which one can acquire the “credits” that will determine the quality of the endless life to come.

In the “faith-vision” of the believers, the whole life of each individual, as well as the vicissitudes of all mankind, have a “direction” and a meaning. Even when one dies, one has still something to look forward to. Such a “faith-vision” has the power to confer a value even to the defeats and losses of this life. It has given the martyrs of all ages the strength to endure tortures and even death with a serenity and hope unknown to those who do not believe in the “afterlife.” (See today’s First Reading.)

Yet, we have also to say – and without apologizing – that, while we take this life seriously, we do not absolutize it. We simply view it realistically for what it is: a temporary gift from God, meant to prepare us for an even greater gift: the eternal life which will reach its fullness when our souls will be reunited with our transformed bodies. (See 2 Mc 7:9 and 1 Cor 15.)

Such is the inspiring vision which our Christian faith offers – a vision which is not a human invention. Rather, it is based on the Word of God, especially the preaching of Jesus Christ, and is guaranteed by his Resurrection. (See 1 Cor 15:12-23.)

WORD AND LIFE PUBLICATIONS
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Ifyou drive past a health or fimess club early most mormings, you’ll usually see a fair number of cars parked
outside. Most likely you’ll see more cars parked there than outside the parish church for morning Mass or morning
prayer. When the apostle Paul speaks today of the word of the Lord “speed[ing] forward” (2 Thessalonians 3:1) he is
‘making a racing/athletic allusion. This sort of reference is one of the most frequent in his letters. In his world, influenced
by Greek culture, the city’s gymnasium was a place for athletics, but also for poetry, philosophy, and religious and
political discourse. It was a place for the body, mind, and spirit.

Al aspects of our life must be guided by the word of the Lord. We can exercise at the health club for bodily
fitmess, but ultimately it will be the Lord who will strengthen us. In the same way, it will be the Lord’s own strength we
must use for our vocation as disciples: to speed the word of the Lord forward, so that Christ may be known and God
glorified through our wimess. Paul sums up by telling us what the heart of the disciple will be: directed at all times
toward the love of God, and possessing the endurance of Christ.
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The Faith of Pope Francis

Before he was elected to the papacy, Jorge Mario Bergoglio served as Cardinal Archbishop of Buenos Aires. During that time, he was interviewed about his faith and his vision, in a book that was originally published, in Spanish, as “The Jesuit.” This book, republished as “Pope Francis: His Life in His Own Words” contains many fascinating in​sights, including the following document. What would it be like if each of us were to write a testimony such as this for ourselves? Here is how it is described in the text:

It is a scrap of paper, faded by the passing years, with a heartfelt declaration of faith, which he wrote “at a time of great spiritual intensity,” shortly before being ordained, and which today he would happily write again.

It reads: 

I wish to believe in God the Father, who loves me as a son, and in Jesus, our Lord, who fills me with the Holy Spirit in my life so that I may smile and thus carry me to the kingdom of eternal life.

I believe in my history, which is infused with the loving gaze of God, who, on a spring day of September 21, crossed my path and invited me to follow Him.

I believe in my pain, though often made barren by my selfishness, in which I seek refuge.

I believe in the abjection of my soul, which seeks to swallow whole without giving back. . . without giving back.
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I believe in the kindness of others, and that I must love them without fear, without ever betraying them in search of my safety.

I believe in the religious life.

I believe I wish to love in abundance.

I believe in everyday death, which burns, and from which I flee, but which smiles at me, inviting me to accept it.

I believe in the embracing patience of God, as gentle as a sum​mer evening.

I believe that my father is in heaven at the Lord’s side.

I believe that Father Duarte [his former confessor] is also there, interceding on behalf of my priesthood.

I believe in Mary, my mother, who loves me and who will never leave my side.

And I await the surprise of each day in which love, strength, betrayal, and sin shall become manifest, which shall accom​pany me until the final meeting with that magnificent face, of which I know nothing, from which I constantly flee, but which I wish to know and love. 

Amen.
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‘paths, my feet have
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upon you, for you
will answer me, O
God.

-Psalm 17:5-6a





[image: image7.png]



PLEASE NOTE: In the interest of keeping our sick list current, names will remain on the sick list in the bulletin for a period of one month. After a month, the name will be removed, unless  it is requested that the name be kept on the list. Pls. inform the Bulletin Editor by e-mail ( jhnaracena@gmail.com) to add, remove or keep a name on the sick list.
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CALLING ADULTS WHO WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE FAITH !!! 

Every Sunday @ 9:30 a.m., @ the Church Hall.         The  Evangelization and Bible Discovery Seminars are held in our Mission community. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME !
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Are you an adult thinking more deeply about God? About faith? About things that last?

Are you an adult thinking about joining the Catholic Church?

Are you an adult who considers yourself Catholic but has never been baptized? Or been confirmed? Or celebrated First Communion? If so, call Sister Celia at 514- 387 5292 for more information or to find out about the RCIA process.

[image: image28.png]


[image: image12.png]


November16, 2013 (Saturday) 9: 00 a.m. @ the Church Hall Lectors and Commentators’ Workshop
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The Parents Support Group (PSG) and CLEC  cordially invite you for a Parol Making Activity. The event is open for everybody who wants to participate. The price is $8.00 per participant to cover the cost of the bamboo and a prize for the best parol! 

 Participants  will be provided with one bamboo skeleton to bring home, to decorate with your family in your own creative ways. Please bring your finished product on Sunday, December 15, 2013 @ 9:00 am in the church basement. The parents/children will have a parade of the Parols during the CLEC party. The winners will be announced on Christmas Eve, December 24th. 

Let’s have fun and share our talents and creative skills to everyone!
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CHRISTMAS DÉCOR and FLOWERS NEEDED 

Once again we are decorating the Church for the Christmas Season and we will need lights, several pots of Christmas Poinsettias  and other decorations for the Altar and the Sanctuary. We appeal to your generosity to donate the potted flowers. Please complete the Decor   sponsorship form which is available at the FCMM Office. Thank you. DEADLINE – December 15, 2013

( All  Donations are Tax Receipt eligible ). 
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“May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting encouragement and good hope through his grace, encourage your hearts and strengthen them in every good deed and word.”                            - 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17


God wants us to know the joy of giving.  Yet, being generous takes strength and trust and grace.  That’s why St. Paul reminds us to turn to God every day for encouragement and guidance on our stewardship journey.

[image: image32.png]


Your Offerings for the week ending November 3, 2013 totaled 

$ 1,951.00
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Thank you for your continuing generosity ! 

God bless you always!!!
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ELECTIONS 

A Special Assembly of FCMM parishioners will be held on  Sunday, December 1, 2013, after the 11:30  Mass to elect two (2) new Administrators to serve for a term of three years.

Mrs. Juliana Tabamo and Mr. Francis Pandy  finish their terms this December.  We are most grateful for their service and guidance. 

Mr Pandy is finishing his first term and may be re-elected.  Mrs. Tabamo, on the other hand, is finishing her second term and as such may not be re-elected anymore.
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To be eligible for nomination as an FCMM Administrator, one must be a Fiipino, over 18 yrs of age, a practicing Catholic and active supporter of the FCMM. The position of FCMM Administrator has a big task in the Mission integral to its existence. This early we ask you to consider people who can help the FCMM . Please help us find good Administrators. 

Thank You.
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

If you do not want to reap the fruits of sin, stay out of the devil’s orchard.   R                           
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We join in the Thanksgiving Intentions of:,

MR. & MRS. FELIMON TADEO and FAMILY, MOD & CRIS ESTOQUE, CECILE-MAREY MALABUYOC,  FRANCIS PANDY and FAMILY.


· Your prayers are also humbly requested  for 

all the sick and suffering members of our Mission community and their loved ones especially:  FR. FRANCISCO ALVAREZ pme,  FR. ROGER BEGIN pme, FR. GERARD LOISELLE, pme,  MSGR. ANDRE DESROCHES, SR. LUZ PADERANGA op, ALFREDO PADERANGA SR.,  FE PADERANGA, ANNIE  MOJADO, ELECITA ARACENA, BALDOMERA AMBAYEC, JULIA PERLAS-TAN, JOSEFINA  BANGALAN, DAWN DELA PAZ,  JOSIE LIMLENGCO, CARMENCITA TRIVINIO, BERNARDINO FERNANDO, ANTONIO FOZ. May God bring them healing and peace.

· Remember also all of our deceased 

relatives and friends, especially: 

BARLIZO- BIGCAS, ELLARMA- CAMBALIZA FAMILY, ROBERTO ROSALES, PAZ GONZALES, MANUEL QUIMPO, FELISA YUMUL, VALERIANA TUBON, PONCIANO LAUS, PLACIDO, RAQUEL & FELICIDAD SOTELO, MARCELINO SR., &  CONSUELO ESTOQUE, ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY and those dying everyday in battles and calamities around the world. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 
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The Sacrifice of the Mass contains within it all of the graces of God and all that man can do to worship Him. Stop by or call the FCMM office (514 – 387 5292) during normal business hours and ask how you can have a Mass offered for your intention.
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As flu season approaches, please consider getting immunized against the flu. If you do become unwell,

please stay home and take care of yourself.

● At the sign of peace please be careful when shaking someone’s hand, for some folks with arthritis or with eczema, a firm grip can be painful.

● Some folks are very sensitive to scented products, such as cologne or perfume, so please try to refrain from wearing them when in large groups i.e. at Mass or other parish functions.

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS


FOR NOVEMBER 2013


*Suffering Priests. That priests who experience difficulties may find comfort in their suffering, support in their doubts, and confirmation in their fidelity.�*Latin American Churches. That as fruit of the continental mission, Latin American Churches may send missionaries to other Churches.











