Presentation of the family project at of the regional congresses in autumn 2010

Greetings to all the persons present and especially to the delegates from the various councils and their spouses (mates)

For several years we have had the habit of choosing a provincial cause whose objective was to support financially an organization whose work was primarily linked to the medical sector. Services to beneficiaries and/or research. We have been very successful. Bravo to all these people!

And us: where are we?

A good number of our councils are experiencing very difficult times. We can barely cover our monetary obligations. Recruitment is more and more difficult and the same can be said about the retention of members. We of the State Executive, we believe that it is essential and urgent that our intervention plans touch first the daily life of our members and that we can achieve this by a return to our reason for existence, to our fundamental objectives bequeathed to us by our venerable founder, Father Michael J. McGivney! The daily existence of our members must be the preoccupation of everyone. Our venerable Supreme Knight, Carl A. Anderson, proposes for the new Columbian year that every brother knight become “THE GUARDIAN OF HIS BROTHER”.

Are you interested in reacting to this preoccupying situation?

The theme that is proposed to us: “At the hour of renewal ... for the future of our families and of our youth”, is first and foremost an invitation to take ourselves in hand, a challenge that should appeal to every brother Knight of Columbus to make a choice. Each of us with our spouse, our mate, should feel personally called to join the ranks of his council, his district, his region, in this program of renewal, for a life better adapted to our Québec society, but always faithful to our four great principles: Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. This is how our knighthood can truly act for the benefit of our families, our most precious heritage.

In this context, my spouse Victoire, after consultation, proposes to us a very special cause, that is also very personal in the decision that each of us must take. This cause is “The Family”.

How to succeed?

Since the beginning of May we have worked with the assistance of a specialized organization, Institut de la famille, to define a very specific program adapted to our member Knights of Columbus, that will allow each person to undertake this process while taking into account his life experience and personality.

Allow me to relate to you several very important reflections mentioned by participants at our meetings on August 6 and 7 of the regional directors and their family coordinators along with their respective spouses.

“Our families, our youth: precious assets at this dawn of the 21st century, that merit that all Knights of Columbus come together so that these assets are preserved and supported, and that the happy experiences be shared. As motivation and encouragement. Let’s not forget: the family and the youth constitute the wealth of our society, of our communities, of our Church.”

After 128 years of existence and presence, at the risk of disappearing, the Columbian movement must at any price adapt itself to the new realities of a secular Quebec society, laic and said postmodern. In its efforts at renewal and adaptation, the future of the Order is not assured.

These two statements clarify to us very clearly the goal envisioned, the proposed challenge. This is the objective to attain in order to redefine our mission, our identity as Knights of Columbus of Québec.

The Knights of Columbus of Québec are thus called to give, for the coming years, priority to the education program on the family.

The expected benefits are:

a) The State Executive proposes to you this education program on the family as a way to translate the wish of our founder, the venerable Michael J. McGivney, in our contemporary reality. It’s a way to favour the renewal of the Order of the Knights of Columbus while still remaining faithful to the roots of knighthood. Thus we will continue to give precedence to the family in our community, in the society, but also to the certain benefit of our own immediate family.

b) We sincerely believe that this education program on the family, titled “The family ... our most precious asset”, will enable the Knights of Columbus and their spouses to experience a renewal through gatherings that will give occasion to reflect, to share on the themes related to the family and, also, to envision and to execute concrete actions necessitated by the circumstances.

c) We also believe that this education program on the family will be firstly personally enriching. Not only will it enable us to discover the strengths and the resources of the family, it will give us the chance to see the stakes and the challenges that families face today.

d) This education project will have an effect firstly in our own family; it is also a call to brother knights and to their spouses in their role as agents of transformation of the community to regive to the family the rightful place that it must have in our society. Thus we can:

e) - Better know and understand what families are living today;

- Organize events or activities that take into account the families that make up our community;

- Be even more attentive to the needs and realities of families in our environs;

- Realize daily actions that will help our families even more in the different challenges that they must overcome;

- Our succession, our children and our grandchildren, our youth will thus find the environment that he or she seeks for a respectful development and suited to the discovery of their talents and their ambitions.

What is Institut de la famille?
Institut de la famille is a non-profit organization founded in 1994. It is a research and education centre that seeks the betterment of the person, of the couple and of the family. It has province-wide expertise and its head office is located in St. Augustin de Desmaures (a suburb of Québec City).

Conclusion.
Each of us has to live and promote this great asset. The family, while respecting Catholic morals, in Faith and in Hope. This new way of acting will make of us an organization well defined by its actions. Thus our witnessing, our life experiences will enable a recruitment clearly defined and oriented in a society looking for an identity.

The State Executive hopes that all councils will accept this education program as a privileged moment to put the family at the heart of their preoccupations, of their reflections, and, mostly, of their actions.

P.S. It must clearly be understood that this project was requested by the State Executive and that the Institut de la famille was chosen because of its specialization to help us and support us in this process of renewal.

