To:

Members (and spouses) of Councils 13585, 13881 and 14315
From:

Kevin Ready, Fraternal Counsellor
Re: 

Fraternal Benefits Presentation – Saturday, June 12th, 2010 at 12:30 



St. Malachy’s Church

Greetings Brother Knights and families, I would like to take the time to provide you with some details about the Fraternal Benefits Presentation scheduled for June 12th at 12:30 pm at St. Malachy’s Church.

Perhaps it’s most important to start by telling you what this event is not!!  This is not a sales event!  Sometimes people don’t feel comfortable coming to event where they feel there will be pressure to buy some of the Knights of Columbus Fraternal Benefits…..like the Insurance or RRSPs etc.  This is an information session only!  I can assure you that there will be no pressure to buy anything.     
As your Fraternal Counsellor, it’s my mandate to ensure that members are informed of what’s available to them and their families.

Since 2004, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my close involvement with the emergence of the Filipino community in the Knights of Columbus.  Those who know me well know that I’m “speaking from the heart” when I tell you that you’ve dramatically changed the landscape of the Knights of Columbus in Montreal.  In my eight years as Fraternal Counsellor, I’ve not met a cultural group that so closely matches up with what the Knights of Columbus organization stands for.  Here’s why:

Our Founder, Father Michael McGivney was a first generation American of Irish decent.  His parents, along with thousands of others came to North America in search of a better life for them and their families.  They faced hardship and had no financial security.  Sound familiar?  Either your generation or the one preceding yours was faced with the same challenges.  In the great majority of cases, either you or your parents came here and worked hard to provide a “better life” for your families.  You addressed the lack of financial security by buying life insurance…..I’ve found that almost every Filipino member has or had life insurance.  The issues that were important to you as you settled in Canada were very similar to issues that the Irish immigrants faced around 150 years ago.  It prompted Father McGivney to create a fraternal organization, made up of Catholic men, to provide support for Catholic families.  The principles of charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism seem to be such a perfect fit with what’s important to you…..as members of the Filipino community.  I’m sure that’s why the Knights of Columbus, as an organization, is so popular in the Philippines and why it was so willingly embraced here.

Prior to us getting started with the emergence of Our Lady of the Philippines Council 13585 in 2004, we had a series of Information sessions.  It provided prospective members with an overview of the Knights of Columbus, and how it can provide a positive impact on your lives and the lives of your Parish communities.  I believe that we need to do more of that.  Let’s provide prospective members with a strong base of knowledge.  That’s one of the objectives of the Information session.  So, please, bring potential candidates to hear more about the organization and how they can serve it….and equally important….how can the organization serve them.

Over the next few days, I will send other e-mails to “set up” the content of what we’ll be covering.  Please take the time to read them.

I really look forward to seeing you on June 12th!

Respectfully,

Kevin Ready

Fraternal Counsellor       


