14 MARCH 2010 – 4TH Sunday of Lent - Year C
[image: image1.wmf]Conversion from a life of sin is a long journey back to the home which we left in the deceitful attempt to assert our freedom against all rules. Often, we have to reach the bottom of deprivation and alienation, before we realize the loss incurred and feel the urge to break away from that self-inflicted slavery.

But the realization of our miserable situation would only lead us to despair if, deep in our hearts, we did not feel sure that God is a loving and forgiving Father who is still willing to accept us. Today Jesus reminds us that God, indeed, is a merciful Father who is not only ready to accept us back in his house, but even runs to embrace us as we journey back to Him. This is what He does in every Eucharist, the splendid banquet He has prepared to celebrate our return. [image: image28.png]
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The Stations of the Cross is being prayed on each Friday during Lent at  6:00 p.m.  This typically Lenten devotion comes highly recommended by the Saints, many of whom prayed the Stations daily! Come and join us.
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"Lenten Reflection on Love and Forgiveness"

The Kawan ng Panginoon Prayer Group                            is inviting you to a Lenten Reflection
on Friday, March 19, 2010 - 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm.
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Share in our Lenten Food Drive Project  for the less fortunate and the needy. Please donate non-perishable food stuffs which will be given to the Soup Kitchen of the Missionaries of Charity. 

You can deposit your donations in the baskets at the church entrances.  [image: image5.png]
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What a beautiful way of remembering a loved one by donating the Easter Flowers that will adorn the sanctuary of the FCMM throughout the Easter Season !
SPONSOR a plant in memory of a deceased loved one or in honor of the living. Stop by at the FCMM Office and complete a flower/ plant form with your donation.  Hurry ! Limited Quantity! Deadline is on Friday, March 26, 2010. 
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We will have our  COMMUNAL PENITENTIAL SERVICES  next Sunday, March 21st before the Mass. Please come earlier than usual and join us as we pray together for reconciliation. 
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YEAR 2009 TAX RECEIPTS are now available for pick-up after each Mass. For inquiries, please call the FCMM Office during regular working hours ( 514 –3875292 )
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One way we Filipino Christians commemorate Lent is holding the Pabasa ng Pasiong Mahal. In the vernacular language, Tagalog,  Pabasa means to let prose or poetry be read. Pasiong Mahal means sacred passion referring to the passion of Christ. In Lent, a book about Jesus Christ written in Tagalog is read in a rhyming fashion.  The participants in a Pabasa do not read, but sing the words of a narrative of the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Jesus Christ woven into a poem with stanzas of five lines and each line having eight syllables. 

It is a well-cherished Christian rite commemorated since the Philippines was Christianized by the Spaniards in 1521.

This tradition of the Pabasa was carried over by Filipinos abroad. In an era that glorifies everything modern and urbanized, there is still room for traditional religious rituals like the Pabasa. The FILIPINO CATHOLIC MISSION OF MONTREAL is no different. We have celebrated the Pabasa since the year 2000. It is a community affair with the different ministries and groups in the FCMM taking turns in hosting the nightly event (since a ‘continuous’ Pabasa would be difficult to conduct, considering the devotees’ schedules). 

This year, the FCMM is inviting all Filipinos to join the annual PABASA NG

SAMBAYANAN  starting on SATURDAY, MARCH 20  until THURSDAY, MARCH 25, NIGHTLY from 6:00 –10:00 pm at the  CHURCH BASEMENT. JOIN US !
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ANOINTING OF THE SICK –A communal Sacrament of Anointing is celebrated at The FCMM at a special Eucharistic liturgy each LENT bringing the whole parish community together to pray with and for those among us whose health is impaired. Anyone struggling with illness of mind, body or spirit is invited to be anointed. 

The Special Mass will be held on Friday, March 26th  at 7:00 p.m.  
· This sacrament is not only for those who are at the point of death. 
The sacrament may be repeated as needed. No proxy-healing is allowed. 

· For assistance and more info., call the FCMM Office (514- 387- 5292)
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STEWARDSHIP - “No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year ate of

                                          the yield of the land of Canaan.”                     - Joshua 5:12
Throughout the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through the desert, God provided them with manna to eat. As soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change over the years but it is important to trust that God will always provide us with all that we need.
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Your Offerings for the week ending March 7, 2010

totaled $ 3,508. 00

Thank you for your continuing generosity !

God bless you always !!!
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The SANCTUARY LAMP this week is burning for the GLORY OF GOD and FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOUL OF ROSALINA BIGCAS offered by 

THE BIGCAS-CAMBALIZA FAMILY
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Our regular Hospitality Corner will be back next issue.  Thanks !
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A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO FASTING… 

1. Fast from anger and hatred. 

Give your family an extra dose of love each day. 

2. Fast from judging others. 

Before making any judgments, recall how Jesus overlooks our faults. 

3. Fast from discouragement. 

Hold on to Jesus’ promise that He has a perfect plan for your life. 

4. Fast from complaining. When you find yourself about to complain, 

close your eyes and recall some of the little moments of joy Jesus has given you. 

5. Fast from bitterness! Work on forgiving those who may have hurt you. 

6. Fast from spending too much money. 

Try to reduce your spending by ten percent and give those savings to the poor. 
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FILIPINO CATHOLIC MISSION OF MONTREAL

INCOME STATEMENT (as of December 31, 2009)

REVENUES:

Offering - With Envelope



$56, 071.60

Offering- No Envelope



  21, 729.35

Pledges





  13, 069.65

Interest Earned




    3, 410.74

Marriage Offering




        970.00

Funeral Offering




        600.00

Extract & Certificate



           30.00

Donations received




   52, 068.22

GST/QST Refund




   13, 807.90

Mass Offerings




   23, 200.00

Baptismal Offerings




     4, 490.00

Confirmation Offerings



          965.00

Newsletter Offerings



      4, 950.00

Diocesan Mandatory Collection for Other Org.

          728.00

Fund-Raising (St. Lorenzo Ruiz)



      5, 525.00

Fund-Raising –(Valentines)



      3, 918.00

Fund-Raising- (Halloween)



      1, 045.00

Love Offerings




      5, 619.00

Fund Raising – (Souvenir Program)


      1, 280.00

Christian Passport




          205.00

Fund Raising (Miss FCMM)



    87, 408.72

Benefactors’ Pledge Campaign


    23, 684.00

Contribution for Pastoral Activities


    10, 048.50

Fund Raising (Dinner Dance)



      1, 380.00

Vigil Lights


  

      1, 200.00

Rentals




                       1, 290.00

Parking Fees




    70, 094.00

Fund Raising (Miscellaneous)



          156.00

TOTAL REVENUES





     $408,933.68

DISBURSEMENTS:

Salary Expense




  $80, 743.68

Renewal of Towing Service contract


          500.00

Telephone/Stamps expense



      2, 933.68

Office Supplies Expense



      1, 176.83

Printing Expense         



      3, 208.12

Stipend & Casual Expense



      1, 880.00

Cost of Worship




      3, 565.43

Fire/Theft/Liability Insurance Expense


      8, 606.60

Maintenance Expense                          


    19, 119.08                          

Diocesan Contribution Expense


    32, 006.19

Fiesta Expense




         524. 80

Depreciation Expense



    18, 483.67

Reimbursement Diocesan Mandatory Col.

      2, 320.95

Transportation Expense



      1, 212.16

Donation Expense



                       9, 412.00

Bank Charges Expense



          530.72

Snow Removal Expense



      7, 005.00

Furniture & Fixture Expense



          125.63

Rectory & Domestic Service Supply Expense                                  2, 922.00

Food Expense




      5, 145.46

Forms/Certificate Expense



          315.00

Contract for a Piece of Work



      2, 538.00

Gift/Offering Expense



      2, 150.00

Continuing Education for Personnel Expense

          452.00

Fund Raising Expense



    33, 493.15

Fringe Benefit Expense



      9, 976.22

Cutleries/Plates/Cups (Plastic) Expense


          499.34

TPS/TVQ Expense




    20, 154.57

Decoration Expense



      1, 239.14

Pastoral Activity (0-12)  Expense


      2, 939.94

Reading Material Expense



          155.36

Restoration Expense



    59, 194.60

Equipment Expense



                           199.00

Heating Expense



                     23, 093.07

Tax (Ville de Montreal)



    14, 268.48

Electricity Expense



                        4, 305.76

Joseph Elie Ltd. (Protection Plan Church)
                            625. 55

Miscellaneous Expense



             68.59

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS




     $377, 089.77

                                 EXCESS OF REVENUES/DISBURSEMENTS

       $  31, 843.91

*NOTE: As of December 31, 2009, the partial “Cost of Church Renovation” is $ 45,773.55.

              This does not appear as an expense because it was capitalized.
















