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[image: image1.wmf]Jesus teaches that he is the vine and we are the branches. Our Christian life-blood flows through us only when we remain faithful to the Lord within our Catholic community. Jesus reminds us that as “Church”

we cannot stand separately, one from another.

In today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we see this idea lived out in the earliest days of the Church. “The church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria was at peace. It was being built up and walked in fear of the Lord, and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers.” The early Church experienced an inner peace because those who followed Christ were awed by the Lord and open to the loving consolation of God’s Holy Spirit.

We recall the wonderful quotation from Patrick Henry’s famous “Give me liberty or give me death” speech: “Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace---but there is no peace.” While we know that the quotation refers to the early days of the war between the Colonies and England, it serves as a powerful metaphor for us today when we consider the lack of peace, even within the Catholic community, as we continue to fight the battle between true faith in Jesus Christ and “secular

Catholicism.”  The Church was at peace in the early days because the believers listened to the apostles who were “on fire” with the “Good News of the risen Lord, Jesus Christ.” The apostles had no doubt about their message, and those who listened and came to believe stood in “awe” before the Lord. And the Holy Spirit was with them!
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Our challenge today in 2009 is to recapture “awe in the Lord.” In our media-driven world, we face constant distraction whenever we attempt to enter into an “inner peace with the Lord.” In today’s 24/7 world, the separation of our private lives from our public and business lives has become blurred to the point that there is no longer any separation. As Catholic believers, we share a constant attitude with the Apostles and disciples of the early Church. Like them, we are “branches” on the Vine---Jesus Christ! 

Our task, our great work in 2009 is to once again claim our right to uninterrupted opportunity to share in “awe before the Lord.” Only we, each one of us, can insist that our private time be just that--- uninterrupted time. And in our private time, only we, each and every one of us, can recapture Christ’s “Peace” as we spend time in quiet prayer and reflection on our relationship with the risen Lord. Convinced that “we are the branches,” may we go forth solidly grafted to the “true Vine, Jesus Christ!”
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To bear fruit is to allow ourselves to be crushed for the sake of the world, and become wine in the chalice 

so that others may drink of it.

To bear fruit there is one condition: abide in Christ.

 "Abide in me and I in you", says Jesus. 

It is an interpersonal relationship where the believer is in Christ and Christ in us. It is to follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ who is both the Shepherd and the Sheep, 

the Farmer and the Wheat, the Vine Shoot and the Wine in the Chalice, the Sacrifice and the Sacrificer.
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This weekend we celebrate Mother’s Day. 

At our Mass, we will bless our mothers. 

The word “bless” has two meanings in our tradition. 

To bless means asking God to look with special favor on someone or something; and to bless means to give thanks to God for someone or something. Sometimes to bless means both at the same time. On Mother’s Day we do give thanks to God for our mothers, both living and dead, and we ask God to watch over them, and to fill them with joy and well-being. We also pray for and give thanks to God for everyone who “mothered”  or “mothers” us, the people who nurture us, encourage us, help us grow, urge us to soar and to fly.
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Heavenly Father,

You have given each person the precious gift of having a mother.

Throughout the Ages, mothers have been the unsung heroes of our lives, content with little things; a smile a thank you, 

a token remembrance.

May all mothers learn from the example set by Jesus’ mother, Mary our Mother in Heaven. Let us always remember our mothers as a treasure which You have given us, whether she is still here or in heaven. Pour down Your grace on all mothers today and everyday, and help each one of us

 to live our lives based on the good examples,

love, and devotion which we have learned from them. Amen
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FIRST CANVASSING DINNER/DANCE –  SATURDAY, May 23,2009  

6:00 p.m. – Hellenic Community Center 

Featuring : THE FCMM MAYFLOWER FESTIVAL

Tickets at $ 40.00 available at the FCMM Office.
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HAPPY SUMMER CAMP 2007 (June 29 – August 7) 

* 6 weeks / $300.00 excluding Outing Fees ! *
REGISTER NOW! Limited Space for campers! Information, brochures and registration forms are available at the FCMM Office.

ALSO NEEDED :::MATURE, DYNAMIC & PATIENT CAMP ANIMATORS who love to work with children ! 
For more info, visit or call the FCMM Office or see FRUAN TABAMO !
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Stop…Take A Break….

Nourish your soul! Let us go deeper in knowing the Almighty!!!  

Come and join us in an evening of worship and a day of fellowship with the Lord!!!
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  Times of Refreshing      
With Him to you and you to Him !

May 29, Friday, 7-9 pm and May 30, Saturday, 8:30-5pm

FCMM – St. Thomas Church

8500 Blvd. St Laurent Montreal ,Quebec

Welcoming Speaker: Fr. Frank Alvarez, P.M.E.

Guest Speaker: Sis Celia Piala, O.P.

Everyone is welcome! Snack, Lunch and Refreshments will be served!

Absolutely Free for everyone! Come as You Are! Guaranteed You will be Refreshed!!!

*Pre-registration is not mandatory but advisable so we can plan the food and space accordingly,  to do so you may call:

Tess Laus (514) 676-1127, Recy Cepillo (514) 298-0064 

or send an e-mail to kpanginoon@yahoo.com
Sponsored by:

 Kawan ng Panginoon Community to mark its 16th Year Anniversary.
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CONGRATULATIONS to SK Louie San Juan, 

SK Dante Tabamo, and SK Filemon Tadeo who were exemplified to the 4th Degree during Ceremonies held last Saturday. 
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The SANCTUARY LAMP this week is burning for the GLORY OF GOD 

and as THANKSGIVING offered by PAT YABUT.  
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STEWARDSHIP  -  “Children, let us love not in word or speech 

                                                       but in deed and truth.”                             - Acts: 9:31 
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How do we love in deed and truth? The answer is through stewardship – giving some of our time to spend with Our Lord in prayer, giving some of our talents to do ministry in the parish, giving some of our financial blessings to support the work of the Church. 

Your Offerings for the week ending May 3, 2009 totaled

$ 2, 005. 50
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 Thank you for your continuing generosity !

God bless you always!!!
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PpRrayer ¢
CONCeR!




To the new arrivals from the Philippines;

To the visitors from other places; 
To those who have been away and are back; 
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We join in the Thanksgiving Intentions of: 

RAY & OHDA FOZ, ALICE PANADO, LUZ AQUINO BITANGCOR,

MRS. MODESTA ESTOQUE, GERRIELYN ANN MASAYA
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For the special intentions of: 

MR. & MRS. INOCENCIO SILVERIO
May God grant them their hearts’ desires.
· For all the sick and suffering members of our Mission 
community and their loved ones, especially:  FR. ROGER BEGIN pme, SR. ELIZABETH RELACION mic, ELECITA ARACENA, JULIA PERLAS-TAN, ALFREDO PADERANGA SR., ANTONIO FOZ, FRUCTUOSA VELASQUEZ, WILFREDO QUIRAPAS, FLOR ACURANTES, JOSEFINA BANGALAN, AIDA ACURANTES SILBOR, AVENIDA VIERNES, RAMON  & CONSOLACION RUIZ, JOSEFINA CENDAÑA, PABLITO DE CASTRO, ANGEL AFAN JR, LEONOR GALAN, JULITA TAGULAO, PEDRO DIAZ SR., LOURDES DIWA LINGAD, PRISCILLA DIWA, NELLY TABLIT, ARIEL & LESTER JOSEPH TAN, JULITA GABA, 

LYDIA VILLAROSA, PACIFICO PIRAMIDE, JEANNIE BORJAL, ANTONIO GABA.

May God bring them healing and peace.
· For all of our deceased relatives and friends, especially : 
LETICIA SUBANG, AGUSTIN AQUINO JR., GENEROSA AQUINO, GENARO GELILIO, VALENTIN CERRADO SR., VER MANGUBAT, MATILDE OLARTE, CRISANTO OLARTE, 

ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY and those dying everyday in battles and calamities around the world. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
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Stop by or call the FCMM office (514 – 387 5292) during normal business hours and ask how you can have a Mass offered for your intention.
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