Message from your Fraternal Counsellor……………Kevin Ready
Hello Brother Knights, I’d like to take this opportunity to give you some very important information with respect to some of the Fraternal Benefits that are available to you.  I’ll preface each section with a few relevant facts that you should know.  As Sergeant Joe Friday always said on the popular TV series, Dragnet, “….just the facts, Sir, just the facts.”  (I’m dating myself with that one!!)
In this edition of my e-mail Newsletter, I’d like to concentrate on three very popular products that the Knights of Columbus offer:  Life Insurance, Long Term Care and the Annuity Program.
Facts about Life Insurance

· The Knights of Columbus Insurance has attained the top rating by A.M. Best (A++ Superior) for 33 consecutive years, and by Standard and Poor’s (AAA Extremely Strong) for the 16th consecutive year.

· Of the hundreds of insurance companies in North America, only four have maintained top ratings by A.M. Best, and Standard and Poor’s, as well as certification from the Insurance Marketplace Standards Association (IMSA) for ethical business practices.  There is only one of the four available in Canada….the Knights of Columbus Insurance Program.

·  Over $70 Billion of Life Insurance is in force among members of the Knights of Columbus.  Annual sales has now surpassed $7 Billion/year.
· The Knights of Columbus is debt-free, and does not engage in high risk investments.  Presently, the organization has a surplus of $14 Billion.
Facts about Long Term Care
· Our population is living longer….which is great….but….there is steadily increasing strain on our Health Care system.  Here are some startling facts about the increased need for Long Term Care.  40% of those currently turning 65 years of age will need Long Term Care services at some point in their lives. In 2000, 109,000 Canadians age 65 or over develop some form of dementia; by 2010, it’s expected to reach over 145,000.  One in ten Canadians is affected by osteoarthritis.  Nearly 3 more Canadians are diagnosed with MS every day!
· Here are some facts about the burdens associated with the pressures of coping with a family member requiring special care.  On average, a female will spend 17 years raising her children.  She will spend 18 years caring for her elderly parents or in-laws.  In today’s society, children often live far away are unable to provide daily support for their parents.  It’s well documented that aging family members requiring specialized care will affect three generations. 
· People purchase Long Term Care coverage for peace of mind but also to avoid dependence on family and friends, to protect assets and to maintain a standard of living for the spouse.
·  The average cost of specialized, long term care in Quebec is between $70 and $80/day….and there is a 43 to 50% chance that you will need long term care.  How will you afford it?  Why not transfer that risk to the Knights of Columbus through our Long Term Care Insurance program?
Facts about the Knights of Columbus Annuity Program  
· Commercial banks are offering .04% (for one year) and up to 2.10% (for five years) for RRSP’s (based upon the Canoe Website for RRSP rates effective October 27th.)
· The Knights of Columbus is offering 3.5% for one year under our Flexible Premium Annuity Program.

· The Knights of Columbus guarantee a return of no less than 3.00%.

· The Annuity Program has set new standards for our sales records this year.  In July, 2009, the volume of money invested with the Knights of Columbus had surpassed the previous annual sales record by 97%.....and there were still 5 months remaining in the year!

· The Knights of Columbus Annuity Program guarantees an Income for life…..regardless of how long you live!

I hope you have found this informative!  As you can see the Fraternal Benefits offered to members and their families are really quite attractive.  If you have any questions or need more information, please call me at (450) 552-1022. 

