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Didn’t God bless us with a most beautiful Holy Week and Easter?

The weather couldn’t have been more perfect. Our liturgical services – from Palm Sunday through our Easter Sunday Mass were beautiful expressions of our prayerful worship here at the FCMM. The large crowds certainly are a testament to the spiritual vitality of our Filipino community.
Here at the FCMM, our Easter Vigil Liturgy was a powerful culminationTOof our Lenten preparation. We entered into our preparation of forty days by wearing ashes on our foreheads. We prayed, fasted and gave alms as we looked toward Holy Week. We attended weekday Mass, walked the Stations of the Cross, recalled the History of our Salvation in the “PABASA”, prayed our novena and even listened to a Pauline Series as a Lenten reflection.

We exalted the presence of Jesus with raised branches on Palm Sunday.

We were enlivened to service by the Washing of the Feet---and then nourished by the Eucharist at the Lord’s Supper. We trembled at the horror of Jesus’ Passion and Death. Finally, as a parish community, we raised our voices in a proud and

resounding “Alleluia, He is risen!” as we celebrated the Easter event.

Now is the time when we begin to live, every day, this Easter event. We have worked hard to peel away those areas where our hearts were hardened to the Love of Christ. Now we need to be diligent in living the Resurrected Christ 

who thrives within our hearts.

Let us, who are the Catholic Community of The Filipino Mission of Montreal, truly be an Easter people. Emboldened by our experience of sharing in Jesus Christ’s Resurrection, let us go forth and share our Easter Faith.

Christ is truly risen!

We are reborn in the Spirit of Jesus Christ!

Let us rejoice and be glad!
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Did you notice? Today is called the “Second Sunday of Easter,” not the “First Sunday after Easter.” Our celebration of Easter is not over. These Sundays of Easter continue to present the mystery of Jesus Christ’s victory. The readings begin with the “signs and wonders” abounding in those earliest days. Sick people lay in the street, hoping that at least Peter’s “shadow might fall on one or another of them.” Then, in a powerful passage from the Book of Revelation, the visionary falls down “as though dead” upon seeing the victorious Christ. But Christ extends a gentle touch: “Do not be afraid … once I was dead, but now I am alive forever.” 

In the Gospel, that same Christ appears and breathes on the disciples, and gently leads Thomas to believe. This Christ—more powerful than any evil force, victorious over death itself—touches us and whispers, “Do not be afraid.”
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 Easter Meditation: The following words are those of God the Father, as told to 

St. Catherine of Siena and recorded in The Dialogue, her most famous work — 

“Christ’s glorified body gives you certainty of your own resurrection. 

There is rejoicing in His wounds which remain fresh. The scars are preserved in His body and continually cry out to Me, high and eternal Father, for mercy for you.”
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Divine Mercy Sunday!
The Feast of Divine Mercy, celebrated on the Octave of Easter (the Sunday after Easter Sunday is a relatively new addition to the Roman Catholic liturgical calendar. Celebrating the Divine Mercy of Jesus Christ, as revealed by Christ Himself to Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, this feast was extended to the entire Catholic Church by Pope John Paul II on April 30, 2000, the day that he canonized Saint Faustina. 
A plenary indulgence (the forgiveness of all temporal punishment resulting from sins that have already been confessed) is granted on the Feast of Divine Mercy to all the faithful who go to Confession, receive Holy Communion, pray for the intentions of the Holy Father, and "in any church or chapel, 

in a spirit that is completely detached from the affection for a sin, even a venial sin, take part in the prayers and devotions held in honour of Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite the Our Father and the Creed, adding a devout prayer to the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. 'Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!')." A partial indulgence (the remission of some temporal punishment from sin) is granted to the faithful "who, at least with a contrite heart, pray to the merciful Lord Jesus a legitimately approved invocation."

[image: image5.png]: 4%?:&*@{@?5‘




· STEWARDSHIP – “The community of believers was of one heart and 
mind and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own.”          - Acts 4:32 
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Stewardship calls us to recognize, just as the early Christians did, that none of our possessions is our own. All that we have – our health, our education, our skills, our talents, and our livelihood – are gifts from God. The natural reaction when someone gives you a gift is to want to give something back. What do you give back to God? 
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Your Offerings for the week ending April 4, 2010 totaled $ 6, 203.50
Thank you for your continuing generosity ! 

God bless you always!!!
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ADULT CONFIRMATION SEMINAR  to be held  on  SATURDAYS  until May 1 from 9:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Confirmation Day – May 30, 2010. For registration and more information, please see Sr. Celia Piala, op or visit the FCMM Office.
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The SANCTUARY LAMP this week is burning for the GLORY OF GOD 

and AS THANKSGIVING FOR ALL GRACES RECEIVED  offered by

 TONY and NORMA FOZ.  
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To the new arrivals from the Philippines;

· To the visitors from other places;  
· To those who have been away and are back;
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We join in the Thanksgiving Intentions of: 

JULIA RAMOS and FAMILY, MARITES QUIRAPAS, CLEO FEDERIZO, ANDY & TITA GARCIA and FAMILY, JOSEFINA BANGALAN, RINA & DARLEEN ZUBIETO, MR. & MRS. JOHN & LORIE PALISOC,, 
THE DERIQUITO FAMILY, THE TAWAY FAMILY, 
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 Your prayers are humbly requested for all the 

sick and suffering members of our Mission community and their loved ones especially:  FR. ROGER BEGIN pme, SR. ELIZABETH RELACION mic, ELECITA ARACENA, JULIA PERLAS-TAN, WILFREDO QUIRAPAS, ALFREDO PADERANGA SR., ANTONIO FOZ, NORA ZABALA, JULIO MACARAIG, BEATA SANGALANG FRUCTUOSA VELASQUEZ, JOSEFINA BANGALAN, JOSIE LIMLENGCO, EMELITA GASPAY, ANGELITA ZARAGOSA, FELIMON AMIAN SR., GERRIELYN ANN MASAYA, DAWN DELA PAZ, PABLITO DE CASTRO, MARIA MINDA MIÑON, RODOLFO REQUILMAN, FELICITAS GARCIA, C.G.A., JESS ALCAIDE, VERONICA DE LAS ALAS, DALMACIO AQUINO, ANNIE FORGET. 

May God bring them healing and peace.
· Please join in lifting up to the Lord the special intentions  of:
MR. & MRS. NELSON ALEJANDRO, RICARDO PERIODICA, MANNY & LINA LAGASCA.

May the Lord grant them their heart’s desires.

· Remember also all of our deceased relatives and friends, especially

ANTONITA TIGLAO PAGUIO, MARGARITA QUEJA ABASTA, JOHN SULLIVAN, MACARIA MABALHIN, MEDARDO CRUZ, ROBERTA CARINO, RITA MOLINA, LUIS VICENTE LEGASPINA, MACARIA LEGASPINA, CARLITA PERIODICA, JERSON GALAN, TRIFONA SATUITO,ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY and those dying everyday in battles and calamities around the world. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
Stop by or call the FCMM Office (514 387 – 5292) during normal business hours  

and have a Mass offered for your intention.
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 DO YOU KNOW…The Pillar of Fire
What is this great paschal candle that stands in our midst, that during the Fifty Days of Easter seems always to be burning, never to go out?

It is the pillar of fire by which God led the children of Israel from slavery to freedom, through the dusty desert to the land flowing with milk and honey. Behind it, we marched freed from sin from the gloom of exile back into our church’s house on Easter’s eve. With it, we led those chosen for the sacraments of new life to the font of baptism that is both tomb and womb.

It is the holy sign of Christ our Light. (Thanks be to God!) On it, we traced the sign of Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, the alpha and omega. Into it, we pressed five jewels that are the wounds of divine hands and feet and side. For it, we sang our song of consecration and praise: “Accept, O God, this Easter candle. Let it shine with the lights of heaven and bravely burn forever!” From it, we take our own light, a flame divided but undimmed. All who are baptized walk in its glow.

For fifty days it shines gloriously in the assembly of the church. Then, held in a place of honor near the font, it is brought out and lit for every evening sacrifice of praise, for every baptism and every funeral, every birth and every birth unto eternal life. And as the days and seasons turn, slowly this pillar of finest wax and strongest wick is consumed, burned down, eaten up by fire, sacrificed—like Christ himself—and never truly extinguished. And so it measures our days and seasons until it is Easter again, until once more we sing in the light of a new paschal candle: “May the Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: Christ the Morning Star, who came back from the dead and shed his peaceful light on all people.” Thanks be to God!
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