14 February 2010 - 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C
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Today’s Liturgy of the Word invites us to reflect on two fundamental choices: blessing or curse, life or death. We choose the best when we put our trust in the Lord and live according to this choice. Such is the message of the Beatitudes.

The Lord should be our only Treasure, our Friend, our Guide, and our final Reward.

In the Eucharist we will pray in a special manner for the grace to always stay close to the Lord and live by the light of his Beatitudes .We will also pray for those who are blinded by their passions and the negative influence of the culture of death that surrounds us. May all see the light and live according to the teaching and example of Jesus.
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 The Way of Life and the Way of Death
[image: image1.wmf]If some of the Beatitudes in the Gospel of Matthew surprise us, all those in the Gospel of Luke shock us. In fact, they sound not only blunt, but alienating, as they project into a vague, unrealistic future the straightening up of situations that are definitely against our most natural aspirations.

A superficial reading of these four Beatitudes would easily lead us to conclude that Karl Marx was right when he stated that “religion is the opiate of the people.” 

But a more attentive reading of both “Beatitudes” and “Woes” enables us to realize that they are not a sort of ‘consuelo de bobo’, but a striking restatement, within the perspective of the Kingdom of God, of the ancient saying of the “two ways,” one of which leads to life and the other to death. Behind those four shocking statements which call “Blest” people who suffer in one way or another, there lies the unstated reason for such “blessedness”: their trust in the Lord and their choice to build their life on Him. This is their “fundamental option,” rooted in humble faith. This is what brings them to rely fully on God’s love, faithfulness, wisdom, and justice, even in situations of poverty, hunger, pain, persecution, and any other form of suffering which human beings can experience on earth. What makes them blessed is not their condition of deprivation or rejection, but their basic attitude of trust in the Lord, while doing their best to cope with such arduous and challenging situations.

For those who build on such a solid foundation, even conditions of poverty, hunger, pain, persecution and rejection – and any other form of suffering – will not be frightening or hopeless, for they do not last for ever. In the faith perspective of eternal life, what lasts for ever is the fulfillment of God’s plan and the reward which He has in store for those who have entrusted themselves to Him and have done their best to do His will. It is this type of believers and doers, tested in the most adverse circumstances, whom Jesus calls “blessed,” for God will welcome them into His Kingdom. He will fully satisfy all their needs; He will amply make up for their past sufferings, and give them the reward of the saints. This is what the four Beatitudes of the Gospel of Luke are all about.

The four “woes” that follow focus on an opposite orientation in life. They speak about those who walk the road that leads to eternal death. They are the people for whom, apparently, things go well but who have committed the tragic mistake of trusting excessively in themselves and other creatures, giving to them the total priority which should be given to God alone. Their wrong choice has brought them to pin their expectation and hopes in something or someone that, in the end, will prove incapable of fulfilling them. Their situation is that of one who is building on the clouds or has entrusted one’s money to a bank that is doomed to go bankrupt. Those who have made such a choice, may – for a time – feel rich, have all their cravings satisfied, enjoy life and popularity . . . . But it won’t last, for nothing lasts for ever in this life. And for as long as they make these enjoyments their highest aspirations – their gods! – their life orientation will remain a perversion, and its final outcome a complete failure. The road that seems so attractive and easy, in reality will turn out to be deceptive and treacherous, for it leads to irreparable disaster. With his stern “woes” Jesus today warns all those who are walking “the road of death” to realize the danger of their present situation and make an about-face before it is too late. And to those who are on “the road of life,” Jesus offers his encouragement to persevere in it, for that is the road of the Kingdom.
WORD and LIFE PUBLICATIONS
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 On Saturday. February 27, 2010, on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of its Canonical Installation, the Notre –Dame-des-Philippines Catholic Mission of Montreal will consecrate its ‘home’-  

the newly refurbished Church of St. Thomas, 

the Apostle. Most of the work has been completed, 

and we are filled with thanksgiving 

for the gifts of love and hard work

 which have made the day possible.

We will celebrate with a special “Thanksgiving Eucharist and Liturgy of Dedication” at 2:00 in the afternoon, to be presided by 

His Eminence, Jean Claude Cardinal Turcotte,  Archbishop of Montreal .
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At 6:00 in the evening, we will continue our celebration with a Formal Gala Reception at the Wyndham Montreal Airport Hotel 12505 Cote de Liesse, Montreal, Quebec featuring Live Music from the Blacksmith Band and  performances by The PAMANA ng LuzViMinda 

Philippine Folkloric Dance Company. 

A special Rigodon de Honor Dance choreographed by 

Ms. Emerita-Miflor L. Noche 

will also be presented by some members of the FCMM. 

We hope everyone will plan to share this glorious day with each other as we thank God for His blessings on our Church 

and congregation.
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HELP US PREPARE THE CHURCH FOR OUR CELEBRATION…  Everyone is invited to join in the 

BAYANIHAN / ‘OPERATION- IHANDA ANG SIMBAHAN’ !!!

SATURDAY: February  20 – 9:00 a.m.

Even a few minutes of your precious time 

will be greatly appreciated !

“MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK”…
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE !!!
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THANK YOU to the many generous people who responded to the plight of our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

Your  donations totaled $ 545.00 and will be remitted to the proper agencies 

at once. Thank You very much !
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COUNTDOWN  TO  LENT:  3 days

Ash Wednesday is almost upon us.

The beginning of Lent.

The beginning of a time of reflection and preparation. 

The beginning of a time of joy.

JOY!? WHY JOY?? 

Because Christ is truly risen. Because our time of Lenten preparation is looking forward to the celebration of Christ’s resurrection and the promise of our salvation. Because during Lent we do not pretend that Easter never happened. During Lent we look forward to celebrating that Easter resurrection in the best way possible, and we take this season to prepare ourselves for that celebration. We prepare by repentance and conversion. We prepare by making our lives more like Christ’s so that we can be one with him in his glory.

Christ is risen! Let us prepare in joyful and grateful anticipation.

[image: image19.wmf][image: image20.jpg]



ASH WEDNESDAY (February 17th)

Mass with 

Distribution of Ashes – 7:00 P.M
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS

All Fridays of Lent at 6:00 P.M.
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LENTEN INSTRUCTION

* The Days of Fast and Abstinence are Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
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* All Fridays of Lent are Days of Abstinence

FASTING- to limit yourself to one full meal during the day so as to experience hunger applies to Catholics between the ages of 18 and 59.

ABSTINENCE- to abstain from meat and all meat products applies to all Catholics 14 and over.
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STEWARDSHIP - “Woe to you who are rich, for you have received your  

                                                             consolation.”                                         - Luke 6:24 
Jesus’ words to the crowd can seem harsh to all of us who enjoy the many blessings of living in one of the richest countries of the world. Yet, in reality the sin is not in being rich. The sin is in failing to share our blessings. When was the last time you looked at your income and determined what percentage you were giving to those who had less than you? Remember the Bible teaches us to give 10%. 

How close are you to that level of giving? 
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Your Offerings for the week ending February 7, 2010

 totaled $ 1,413. 00

Thank you for your continuing generosity !

God bless you always!!!
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The SANCTUARY LAMP this week is burning for the GLORY OF GOD and IN THANKSGIVING for Good Health and Blessings received offered by THE CEPILLO-WILLIAMS FAMILY.
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To the new arrivals from the Philippines;

· To the visitors from other places;  
· To those who have been away and are back;
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We join in the Thanksgiving Intentions of: 

SHEENA VANESSA VISARIO, JUNESSE JOY SERASPE, 

CRISTITA and  LOUELLA DAPHNE ALLANA,  JOSEFINA CANTNA, ROCKY UNABIA,CARING BACOSA, MR. & MRS. HENRI UMALI, 

JOHN MARK GALAURA.
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Your prayers are humbly requested for all the 

sick and suffering members of our Mission community and their loved ones especially:  FR. ROGER BEGIN pme, SR. ELIZABETH RELACION mic, ELECITA ARACENA, JULIA PERLAS-TAN, WILFREDO QUIRAPAS, ALFREDO PADERANGA SR., ANTONIO FOZ, 

NORA ZABALA, JULIO MACARAIG, BEATA SANGALANG FRUCTUOSA VELASQUEZ, JOSEFINA BANGALAN, JOSIE LIMLENGCO, EMELITA GASPAY, ANGELITA ZARAGOSA, FELIMON AMIAN SR., GERRIELYN ANN MASAYA, DAWN DELA PAZ, PABLITO DE CASTRO, MARIA MINDA MIÑON, RODOLFO REQUILMAN, FELICITAS GARCIA, C.G.A. May God bring them healing and peace.
· Remember also all of our deceased relatives and friends, especially
CRISOGONO AND PRESENTACION JALEA, JUANITA MAGNO, CLAIRE COSICO, ROQUE BRIGAUDIT SR. & DOLORES BRIGAUDIT, CRISANTA TADEO, MARIANO PERLAS, HUK BEN TAN, ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY and those dying everyday in battles and calamities around the world. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 
Stop by or call the FCMM Office (514 387 – 5292) during normal business hours  

and have a Mass offered for your intention.
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Without Love — days are “SadDay, MoanDay, TearsDay, WasteDay, ThirstDay, FrightDay, ShatterDay…
So be in Love everyday… 
















