28 February 2010 – 2ND  Sunday of Lent - Year C
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This Second Sunday of Lent is like a breather in our Lenten pilgrimage which is characterized by penance and sorrow. Weak and wounded in many ways, we fix our gaze on the transfigured Christ, to derive from him the inspiration we

need to undertake or continue our quest for the values of the Kingdom and the splendor of a holy life.

Let us remember that Jesus was transfigured while he was praying. It was in his dialogue with the Father that the glory of his true self was revealed. May our participation in the Eucharistic celebration bring about the same effect in us, both as individuals and as a community.

The Transforming Power of Prayer
Prayer meant so much to Jesus. It was an essential dimension of his life. 

The Gospels contain numerous references to Jesus’ praying in seclusion or waking

up before everybody else to pray in some quiet place. Every prayerful encounter with his Father brought out the best in Jesus. Three of his disciples – Peter,

James and John – witnessed this outpouring of the best in their Master in the episode we call the “Transfiguration.” That was an unforgettable visible manifestation of the transforming power which prayer had on Jesus as a human being. There are good reasons to believe that such a “transformation” did not take place only on that occasion. It is much more probable, instead, that Jesus was transfigured every time he prayed. The only difference, on Mount Tabor, was that the event had eyewitnesses who could just marvel and rejoice in what they were seeing. There was a time, however, in the earthly life of Jesus, on another mountain – the Mount of Olives! – when the loving dialogue of prayer turned into a monologue of distress. The usual “Partner” – the Father – seemed absent. He appeared to have turned a deaf ear to what Jesus was saying. Nor did He talk to His pleading Son. It was as if God had “hidden His face” from Jesus. Fortunately, on that occasion, too, Jesus closed his conversation in the way he had taught his disciples to pray: “Your will be done!” Then an angel appeared to console him in his distress. That, too, produced in him a transfiguration of sorts. The presence of the angel said that prayer had “worked.” Jesus’ Partner had been listening, after all. His full answer would come at the Resurrection, the “permanent transfiguration,” which Jesus has been enjoying ever since and which he will enjoy

for ever. Of that “eternal transfiguration,” the transfiguration undergone by Jesus on Mount Tabor was only a preview. It was a “foretaste,” meant to tell the astonished disciples to set their hearts on what really matters: their relationship with God, their filial conversation with Him.

Such is also the lesson for us, as we reflect on the transfiguration of Jesus while

he was at prayer. (See Lk 9:29.) If we understand this point clearly, prayer will never

be “boring” or “routine” or a monotonous “monologue.” It may happen that we, too, find ourselves praying fervently, crying our hearts out, apparently to no effect, for God seems not to be listening . . . . In such situations the temptation is great to conclude that God does not care anymore about us . . . . But we know that God is always there. He is always listening even when we can’t see Him and we can’t hear His voice, there and then. His answer will come at the proper time – in His time – which is always the best time.
WORD and LIFE PUBLICATIONS
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 TO ALL FOR THE GIFTS OF LOVE 

AND HARD WORK

 WHICH HAVE MADE YESTERDAY’S  20TH ANNIVERSARY AND CONSECRATION  FESTIVITIES

 A BIG SUCCESS !
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LENT: JOURNEY TO A FULLER LIFE

Lent is not a season of fruitless mourning over an irredeemable past

characterized by sin and failure, but a time for self-evaluation and

discernment, a time for prayer, and a time for action.

As such, Lent will necessarily include a reflection on the futility of an

aimless and sinful life. It will also include a sincere meditation on the sufferings

which Jesus endured because of the sins of mankind . . . 

because of our sins.

The fundamental goal of Lent is to make us more Christ-like.

This can be achieved by keeping two complementary resolutions:

a. turning away from sin, and

b. commitment to doing good.

Our basic orientation, then, must be a positive one: a yearning for

a fuller life of faith, hope, and love – a life spent in the service of

God and neighbor.
· LENTEN OBSERVANCES
All Fridays in Lent are days of abstinence from meat. Good Friday is a day of Fast and Abstinence. All Catholics 14 years of age and older abstain from meat, and all Catholics 18 to 59 years of age eat sacrificially on these days. 

· PRAYING THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The Stations of the Cross is being prayed each Friday during Lent at 6:00 p.m. Join us as we recall and meditate on Jesus’ journey from his condemnation to his burial in the tomb. The Holy sacrifice of the Mass follows after the devotion.

· THE PENITENTIAL THEME OF LENT -  In giving the Church a 
renewed sense of Lent, the 2nd Vatican Council urges the faithful to take a greater and more fruitful share in the Lenten liturgy and penitential services. We are advised particularly to approach the sacrament of penance during Lent, in accordance with the law and traditions of the Church, so that we may share in the joys of Easter Sunday with purity of heart. To highlight this, we will have a Communal Celebration of Penance before both Masses on Sunday, March 21. Please plan to attend our celebration. Also, please be informed that a priest is available to hear individual confessions 20 minutes before our liturgical services (Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays).
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To the new arrivals from the Philippines;

· To the visitors from other places;  
· To those who have been away and are back;
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We join in the Thanksgiving Intentions of: 

MR. & MRS. ANDY & TITA GARCIA and FAMILY, COLIN ANTONIO, GREGORIA CATILO, HELEN UMALI and FAMILY. 

·  Your prayers are humbly [image: image16.png]hank W]



requested for all the 

sick and suffering members of our Mission community and their loved ones especially:  FR. ROGER BEGIN pme, SR. ELIZABETH RELACION mic, ELECITA ARACENA, JULIA PERLAS-TAN, WILFREDO QUIRAPAS, ALFREDO PADERANGA SR., ANTONIO FOZ, 

NORA ZABALA, JULIO MACARAIG, BEATA SANGALANG FRUCTUOSA VELASQUEZ, JOSEFINA BANGALAN, JOSIE LIMLENGCO, EMELITA GASPAY, ANGELITA ZARAGOSA, FELIMON AMIAN SR., GERRIELYN ANN MASAYA, DAWN DELA PAZ, PABLITO DE CASTRO, MARIA MINDA MIÑON, RODOLFO REQUILMAN, FELICITAS GARCIA, C.G.A., JESS ALCAIDE. May God bring them healing and peace.
· Remember also all of our deceased relatives and friends, especially
ROQUE BRIGAUDIT SR., DOLORES BRIGAUDIT, EMILIA FOZ, VINCENZO CIAMBRONE, VICENTE RAQUEL, FEDERICO VICENCIO JR., DONATO CIOCCA, ELIODORO ADUCAYEN, CRISANTO OLARTE, RUFINA OLARTE, FELICISIMA PANTI, WILFREDO GABA, ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY and those dying everyday in battles and calamities around the world. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 
Stop by or call the FCMM Office (514 387 – 5292) during normal business hours  

and have a Mass offered for your intention.
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 STEWARDSHIP - “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans

                                        to give you this land as a possession.”              - Genesis 15:7 
Just as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the Israelites a land to possess, He has also given each of us a home. Whether our home is grand or humble, it is a gift from God. Abraham prepared a great sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude for the home God gave him. How do we show our gratitude to God for the home He has given us? Do we make a sacrifice of any kind? Do we return any of our finances to God, investing equally in our eternal home just as we invest in our current abode?
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Your Offerings for the week ending February 21, 2010

 totaled $ 1,657. 50

Thank you for your continuing generosity !

God bless you always !!!
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The SANCTUARY LAMP this week is burning for the GLORY OF GOD and FOR SPECIAL INTENTIONS  offered by THE CEPILLO-WILLIAMS FAMILY.
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FCMM KUWARESMA 2010 SCHEDULE

ALL FRIDAYS OF LENT : 


* 6:00  p.m.  - The Way of the Cross Devotion followed by the 

                                              Holy Mass

March 20 (Saturday) 

* 6:00  – 10:00 pm – PABASA  Day 1

March 21 ( 5th Sunday of Lent ) 

* Communal Celebration of Penance before both Masses 

*  6:00  – 10:00 pm – PABASA  Day 2

March 22 (Monday) 

* 6:00  – 10:00 pm – PABASA  Day 3

March 23 (Tuesday) 

* 6:00  – 10:00 pm – PABASA  Day 4

March 24 (Wednesday) 

* 5:15 pm –ROSARY and PERPETUAL HELP NOVENA 

* 6:00 pm  – HOLY MASS

* 7:00 - 10:00 pm – PABASA  Day 5

March 25 (Thursday) 

* 6:00  – 10:00 pm – PABASA  Day 6

March 26 (Friday)  

* 7:00 pm  – HOLY MASS with the dispensation of the Sacrament of  the 

   ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

March 28 ( PASSION SUNDAY) - Blessing of Palms before the 11:30 a.m.  Mass

March 29 (HOLY MONDAY)


* 7:00 pm - LENTEN RECOLLECTION 1/MASS 

March 30  (HOLY TUESDAY)


* 7:00 pm-.LENTEN RECOLLECTION 2/MASS

March 31  (HOLY WEDNESDAY)



* 7:00 pm – CHRISM MASS at The Mary, Queen Of the World Cathedral

April 1 (HOLY THURSDAY)

*8:00 pm - MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  with the Washing of the Feet Ceremony to 

be followed by Solemn Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until Midnight
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April 2 (GOOD FRIDAY)              

* 1:00 pm - STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
* 3:00 – 5:00 pm - CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION 

April 3(HOLY SATURDAY)



* 9:00 am – OPERATION LINIS- SIMBAHAN

* 8:00 pm .- EASTER VIGIL MASS

April 4 (EASTER SUNDAY)


* 11:30 am – MASS OF THE RESURRECTION with the Rite of SALUBONG
*  1:30 pm – EASTER POT-LUCK FELLOWSHIP  (St. Thomas Hall)
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