7 February 2010 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C
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On this 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  we witness a miraculous catch of fish which symbolizes Jesus’ mission to save mankind from the forces of evil.

In every generation and community of believers, Jesus, the Divine Fisherman, continues to invite people to share in his mission of saving people from the clutches of evil in all its forms. The response to Jesus’ invitation demands generosity and perseverance. In the Eucharis, let usl pray in a special manner that all those who are called to fulfill this task may respond generously and persevere

faithfully till the end of their life.
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 Partners of the Divine Fisherman
[image: image1.wmf]It must have been quite a shocking experience for seasoned fishermen like

Simon (Peter) and his associates to haul in that extraordinary catch of fish. They had been toiling for it the whole night but in vain. Then, when the sun was already high, at a time when no fisherman would have hoped to get even small fry, that big catch had come which left everybody astonished! And this just because that wandering preacher from Nazareth had invited Simon to lower the nets at such an unlikely hour . . . . 

There was something unusual in that young preacher – some extraordinary, or even divine power. Simon was the first to sense it. And at the same time, he experienced what all honest souls feel in the presence of the supernatural: a deep awareness of one’s sinfulness and unworthiness. Hence the plea: “Leave me, Lord. I am a sinful man!” (Lk 5:8). Almost eight centuries earlier, Isaiah had experienced the same feeling during the theophany he witnessed in the Temple (Is 6:5). Utter terror grips an honest person at the prospect of what an all-holy Being can do to a sinful creature.

But Jesus doesn’t enjoy terrifying people. He immediately reassures the poor

Simon who is trembling at his feet. And he does more than that. The miracle he has just performed is only a beginning. It is a symbol of something far greater that will keep happening until the end of time. That miraculous catch of fish is a prophecy: Simon and his partners and their successors will share in Christ’s mission of catching men (see Lk 5:10), i.e., rescuing them from the deadly power of the forces of evil symbolized by the sea.

That miracle, then, is not just Jesus’ way of expressing his gratitude to Simon for

allowing him to preach from his boat. (See Lk 5:13.) It is part of a well thought-out

plan: the plan to bring God’s salvation to mankind through the cooperation of frail and sinful creatures like Simon Peter himself and his associates; people like the Pope and the Bishops; people like you and me.
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The miraculous “catch,” i.e., the salvation of men, goes on throughout the world, century after century, in spite of the inadequacy of the fishermen. It goes on because it is the work of God’s power; the work of God’s love and trust. In spite of His omnipotence and holiness, He does not disdain to avail Himself of our defective cooperation.

We are all in the saving boat of the Church. We all share in the salvation wrought

by Christ. But we also share in the mission of helping Jesus to save others, for, thanks to him, we, too, have become “life-savers,” under the guidance of Simon  Peter, the master of the fleet of God’s rescue team.
WORD and LIFE PUBLICATIONS
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 On Saturday. February 27, 2010, on the occasion of the 20th Anniversary of its Canonical Installation, the Notre –Dame-des-Philippines Catholic Mission of Montreal will consecrate its ‘home’-  

the newly refurbished Church of St. Thomas, 

the Apostle. Most of the work has been completed, 

and we are filled with thanksgiving 

for the gifts of love and hard work which have made the day possible.

We will celebrate with a special “Thanksgiving Eucharist and Liturgy of Dedication” at 2:00 in the afternoon, to be presided by 

His Eminence, Jean Claude Cardinal Turcotte,  Archbishop of Montreal .
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At 6:00 in the evening, we will continue our celebration with a Formal Gala Reception at the Wyndham Montreal Airport Hotel 12 505 Cote de Liesse, Montreal, Quebec featuring Live Music from the Blacksmith Band and  performances by The PAMANA ng LuzViMinda 

Philippine Folkloric Dance Company. 

A special Rigodon de Honor Dance choreographed by 

Ms. Emerita-Miflor L. Noche 

will also be presented by some members of the FCMM. 

We hope everyone will plan to share this glorious day with each other as we thank God for His blessings on our Church 

and congregation.
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HELP US PREPARE THE CHURCH FOR OUR CELEBRATION…  Everyone is invited to join in the 

BAYANIHAN / ‘OPERATION- IHANDA ANG SIMBAHAN’ !!!

SATURDAYS: February 13, &  20 – 9:00 a.m.

Even a few minutes of your precious time 

will be greatly appreciated !

“MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK”…
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE !!!
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*Please begin remitting payments and confirming your attendance to the FCMM 20th Anniversary Celebration GALA Reception . You are also requested to give your preference for the dinner ( Veal or Chicken) as you make your confirmation. Deadline for remittance and confirmation is February 14. 
Please contact  Mr. Jun Diaz, Mrs. Julie Tabamo or the FCMM Office. THANK YOU !

***The 20th Anniversary Souvenir Booklet is now being compiled.

Please submit to the FCMM Office all greetings, advertisements, solicitations, pictures, and other materials to be featured in the booklet.

DEADLINE : TODAY - Sunday, February 7, 2010.  THANK YOU !
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The SEARCH for the 2010 FCMM KING and QUEEN OF ANGELS needs some more candidates. Those interested to help us see through this project may contact Mr. Jun Diaz and the other Administrators, or the FCMM Office for details. Thank you.
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THANK YOU to the many generous people who responded to the plight of our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

Additional gifts can still be given. 

The last of the three Special Second Collection will be taken up today. 
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ST. MARTHA’S CLUB NEEDS SOME MORE HANDS !!! 
We are currently in need of a few good souls who would love to serve as behind-the-scenes men and women of the St. Martha’s Club. 

Our Church essentially needs dedicated hands who would do the important little details that make our celebrations smooth, meaningful and beautiful. There will be a formal training session to be announced soon. Meanwhile, think about it and if you have decided please give your name, address and phone number to Mrs. Lorie Palisoc . THANKS !
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STEWARDSHIP - “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? 

                            Who will go for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!’”           - Isaiah 6:8 
Every day – in little ways and in big ways – God asks, “Whom shall I send?” Whether it is someone to take on a new ministry or just someone to open a door for an overburdened stranger, God constantly looks to see if we are willing to respond with the eagerness that Isaiah showed when he answered, “Here I am, send me!” 
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Your Offerings for the week ending January 31, 2010

 totaled $ 1,242. 00

Thank you for your continuing generosity !

God bless you always!!!
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WHAT IS A REASONABLE WEEKLY DONATION TO MY PARISH?
One suggestion that we make is to consider donating the equivalent of your   "First Hour of Work" each week to the Lord.
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The SANCTUARY LAMP this week is burning for the GLORY OF GOD and FOR SPECIAL INENTIONS  offered by ANA CERRADO.
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To the new arrivals from the Philippines;

· To the visitors from other places;  
· To those who have been away and are back;
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We join in the Thanksgiving Intentions of: 

KEANNA LEVY FOZ, MR. & MRS. JUN PAVICO, MR. NELSON  ALEJANDRO, MR. ROBERTO YASIS & FAMILY, ISABEL REY,

MR. & MRS. WINIE  DE MESA, THE MIC SISTERS, MERCY PADUA

MR. & MRS. DOMINADOR AMBAYEC, LEO & CYNTHIA PACHEO
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Your prayers are humbly requested for all the 

sick and suffering members of our Mission community and their loved ones especially:  FR. ROGER BEGIN pme, SR. ELIZABETH RELACION mic, ELECITA ARACENA, JULIA PERLAS-TAN, WILFREDO QUIRAPAS, ALFREDO PADERANGA SR., ANTONIO FOZ, 

NORA ZABALA, JULIO MACARAIG, BEATA SANGALANG FRUCTUOSA VELASQUEZ, JOSEFINA BANGALAN, JOSIE LIMLENGCO, EMELITA GASPAY, ANGELITA ZARAGOSA, FELIMON AMIAN SR., GERRIELYN ANN MASAYA, DAWN DELA PAZ, PABLITO DE CASTRO, MARIA MINDA MIÑON, RODOLFO REQUILMAN, FELICITAS GARCIA, C.G.A. May God bring them healing and peace.
· Remember also all of our deceased relatives and friends, especially
GIL TAWAY SR., HAMLET RUICHI MARZON , MA. PAZ VELOSA,  CLIFFORD VELASCO, ALL SOULS IN PURGATORY and those dying everyday in battles and calamities around the world. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. 
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Do you have a deceased relative for whom you wish all the Grace of God;

or perhaps a dear friend who could use a bit of divine assistance in their lives,

or simply if you have reason to offer thanksgiving for a new-born son, daughter, God-child, niece, nephew or the like?  Well the Sacrifice of the Mass contains within it all of the graces of God and all that man can do to worship Him. Stop by or call the FCMM office (514 – 387 5292) during normal business hours and ask how you can have a Mass offered for your intention [image: image15.png]
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